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he Diocese of Kootenay is comprised of approximately 215,000 square kilometers, being that part of British Columbia east of the 120th meridian. The 120th meridian is the straight part of the Alberta/British Columbia border, so if one extends that line to the American border the Diocese is all of British Columbia east of it.

The part of the Diocese north of the Trans-Canada (#1) highway is largely uninhabited and the two small communities in that area have been, for many decades, linked with neighbouring communities in the Diocese of Cariboo. The effective northern boundary of the Diocese is really the Trans-Canada Highway from Chase to Field.

Topographically, the Diocese is a series of long, narrow valleys running north and south, linked at northern and southern ends by highways. Many of the valleys contain long, deep, cold lakes, some created by dams. The Diocese contains the whole of the Canadian watershed of the Columbia river system and in the northwest corner most of the watershed of the South Thompson river (Thompson-Fraser system). It is very mountainous including within its boundaries the western slope of the Rockies, the Selkirks, Purcells, Monashee, Bugaboo and Cariboo ranges (the Columbia-Cassiar Mountains) and the eastern slope of the Canadian Cascade range. It is dramatically beautiful country.

Economically, the region depends on resource industries such as logging, lumber, pulp and paper, mining, smelting and hydro-electric power generation; agriculture (especially cattle and sheep ranching),  hard and soft fruit production, vegetable production and wine making; tourism, with boating, fishing, hunting, swimming, hiking, climbing, skiing and a host of other activities attracting hundreds of thousands to holiday in the area.

The climate and landscape have attracted many retirees to the western part of the Diocese. Increasingly, there is a spill-over of retirees into the smaller towns and cities to the east. With the exception of one or two of the resource-based communities, all of our centres are growing in population. Kelowna, the See City, is the fastest growing area in British Columbia, and the Okanagan in general is growing quickly.

The Diocese of Kootenay was established in 1900 having been a part of New Westminster. The major centre in the interior was Nelson so it was designated as the See City. Financial difficulties made it impossible to support a Bishop and until 1915 the Bishop of New Westminster acted as Bishop of Kootenay. Transportation was extremely difficult and mostly by rail or steamboat. Bishop Doull, elected in 1915, chose to live in Vernon because of better access to railways.
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In 1948 the Dean of the Pro-Cathedral, Patrick Clark, was elected Bishop and he chose to reside in Nelson. His successor, Phillip Beattie (1955) made his home in Kelowna, reflecting the improvement of the highway system and the increasing importance of air travel. All subsequent Bishops have resided in Kelowna and in 1987 the Church of St. Michael and All Angels, Kelowna, became the Cathedral, and St. Saviour’s, Nelson was designated a Pro-Cathedral in recognition of its historic role in the life of the Diocese. In 1993 the Synod office moved into a building on the Cathedral grounds.

Travel is still a burden as highways tend to be roundabout and often difficult in winter. De​regulation has all but destroyed intra-diocesan air travel.

The natural barriers of the mountain ranges and the lack of a single natural centre for a See City tend to regionalize the Diocese. There are six regions, each with a Regional Dean and Council. Each Council is represented on the Diocesan Council. The Diocesan Council, which is a policy setting body, meets quarterly and the Administration Committee, which deals with finance and business within established policy meets monthly. Various task forces and semi-autonomous bodies create program but there is no Program Committee.

Sorrento Centre, an Anglican Conference and Education Centre is located in the Diocese. It offers a wide range of adult and family programming, and is a popular setting for diocesan events.
Through Regional consultations and discussions at Synod, the Diocese has identified four directions for congregational focus: Proclaiming Christ, Living Faith, Growing Congregations and Empowering Mission.
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